GREAT PLAINS PARALYZED VETERANS OF AMERICA RECEIVES $10,000 GRANT FROM CHRISTOPHER & DANA REEVE FOUNDATION FOR THE SLED HOCKEY PROGRAM
KEARNEY, NE – (August, 2011) – GREAT PLAINS PARALYZED VETERANS OF AMERICA is proud to announce that it has received a $10,000 Quality of Life grant from the Christopher & Dana Reeve Foundation.  The award was one of 77 grants totaling more than $508,000 awarded by the Reeve Foundation to nonprofit organizations nationwide that aid in providing more opportunities, access, and daily quality of life for individuals living with paralysis, their families, and caregivers. Since the program was developed in 1999 by the late Dana Reeve, over 1,900 grants have been awarded, totaling nearly $14.8 million.  

GREAT PLAINS PARALYZED VETERANS OF AMERICA will use the grant for ITS SLED HOCKEY PROGRAM IN KEARNEY.  Sled hockey is a sport that was designed to allow participants who have a physical disability to play the game of ice hockey. Ice sledge hockey (also known as sled hockey in the United States) was invented in the early 1960s in Stockholm, Sweden at a rehabilitation center.  The patients at the rehabilitation center took 2 ice hockey blades and mounted them on a sled.  They used bicycle handles as poles to propel themselves across the ice.  Sled hockey is currently one of the most popular sports in the Paralympic Games.  Sled hockey provides opportunities for people with disabilities to participate in a sport.
AWARD AND THANKS TO THE REEVE FOUNDATION.

“We are honored to carry on Dana Reeve’s legacy through the Quality of Life Grants Program,” said Peter T. Wilderotter, president and CEO of the Christopher & Dana Reeve Foundation. “We believe those affected by paralysis deserve the best resources, support and community. We are proud to award these organizations who provide opportunities to those individuals living with paralysis, their families and friends, and caregivers, to enhance their well-being.”
The Reeve Foundation’s Quality of Life grants are divided into three categories, Actively Achieving, Bridging Barriers and Caring and Coping. Some Quality of Life grants are funded through a cooperative agreement with the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (Award #1U59DD000338).  These grants are awarded to nonprofit organizations that address the needs of people living with paralysis caused by spinal cord and other injuries, diseases and birth conditions.

About the Reeve Foundation

The Christopher & Dana Reeve Foundation is dedicated to curing spinal cord injury by funding innovative research, and improving the quality of life for people living with paralysis through grants, information and advocacy.  For more information, and to review the entire list of Quality of Life grant recipients, please visit our website at www.ChristopherReeve.org or call 800-225-0292.

Since 1946, the Paralyzed Veterans of America, a congressionally chartered veteran’s service organization, has been serving the special needs of its members-veterans of the armed forces, who have experienced spinal cord injury or dysfunction. The Great Plains Paralyzed Veterans of America (GPPVA) is a non-profit organization that has dedicated 40 years to helping our members and their families, as well as other people with disabilities. The Great Plains PVA Chapter strives to provide a unique blend of educational, vocational, social and recreational activities. This work is part of our mission, part of the help GPPVA provides to those who have already given so much.  GPPVA serves many people with disabilities, not just Veterans.  Being a Veterans organization we serve our members throughout Nebraska and others with disabilities.  One of the Chapters biggest accomplishments has been the host of the Veterans Wheelchair Games in Omaha in the summer of 2008.  The Chapter hosted over 500 Veterans who use a wheelchair as their primary mobility.  GPPVA has many sports programs.  The adaptive sports and recreation program is a huge part of the GPPVA service delivery that consists of wheelchair sports, seated exercise, martial arts, weight training, conditioning, archery, fishing, other indoor/outdoor sports and recreational activities.  In collaboration with different related organizations, the GPPVA assists individuals with disabilities interested in participating in a wide range of sports activities, in team and individual sports on a local, regional, and national level.  GPPVA believes that competitive athletics for physically disabled individuals can foster self-esteem and the ability to achieve goals in life.  It is our goal to assist and promote these athletes in their competitive pursuits.
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